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RULEof
Thirds


by


ELAHE ALAM
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The above image was taken with a film camera, the negative was then 
scanned. The image below was taken with a digital camera and was 


then converted to black and white.







RULE OF THIRDS DEFINITION:
In the rule of thirds, photos are divided into 
thirds with two imaginary lines vertically and 


two lines horizontally making three columns, three 
rows, and nine sections in the images. Important 
compositional elements and leading lines are placed 
on or near the imaginary lines and where the lines 
intersect.


In learning how to use the rule of thirds (and then to 
break it) the most important questions to be asking 


of yourself are:
•	 WHAT ARE THE POINTS OF INTEREST IN THIS SHOT?


•	 WHERE AM I INTENTIONALLY PLACING THEM?


The rule of thirds is one of the most useful composition  
techniques in photography. It’s an important concept to learn 
as it can be used in all types of photography to produce imag-


es which are more engaging and better balanced.
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The photography rule of thirds tells us to align 
our subject with one of the points where those 
lines cross. That means our subject is one third 
of the way “into” the picture space – from  
either the top or bottom, and from either the 
left or right. And that means it’s not in the  
middle.


It is interesting to note that we refer to the 
most significant element of our image as the  
“center of interest.” The word “central” is a  
synonym for “important.” It comes as no  
surprise, then, that we instinctively place the 
subject of our image in the center of the frame.  
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Bullseye! It’s only natural to line up the camera 
with what we are paying most attention to.


It takes some conscious thought and  
careful composition to place your center of  
interest off-center. However, the result is 
much more pleasing to the eye. Placing it at the  
intersection of the tic tac toe lines (also known 
as the thirds position) produces a nicely  
balanced image.
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When taking a picture of a landscape, it’s 
natural to want to center the horizon in the 
frame. However, pictures often look  
better if the  
horizon falls on the upper or lower  
horizontal  
dividing line. If the  
focus of your  
image is on land (i.e. 
mountains, buildings), 
the  
horizon should fall 
near the upper third 
and if the focus is the 
sky (i.e. sunsets,  
sunrises), the horizon 
should fall near the 
lower third.
Here is an example of a rule of thirds  
portrait. As you can see, the muscles are 
lined up with the upper horizontal line and 
each arm is where the upper horizontal line  
intersects with a vertical line.
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a.	Use Photoshop Info Panel to measure 
a range of K values in each circle;


b.	Record the range, pick the highest 
number;


c.	 Calculate Density;


d.	Write on the appropriate line below


Measuring Grayscale Values
by Elahe Alam 


1.	 r=.03, d=1.52___________________________


2.	 r=.19, d=0.72___________________________


3.	 r=.65, d=0.19___________________________


4.	 r=.47, d=0.33___________________________


5.	 r=.88, d=0.06___________________________


6.	 r=.13, d=0.89___________________________


7.	 r=.15, d=0.82___________________________


8.	 r=.19, d=0.72___________________________


9.	 r=.19, d=0.72___________________________
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NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 


The Officers and Board of Trustees Cordially Invite You  
to Enjoy the Benefits of Membership in the  


National Geographic Society


We recently received a letter from a new member who wrote:  
“I wanted to subscribe long ago but thought it would be too expensive... 


Had I only known...”


Dear Friend,


Each year we invite selected candidates to join the largest private nonprofit scientific and educational organization in 
the world. You have been selected as a candidate for membership in the National Geographic Society.


We extend a cordial invitation to you to join the Society and enjoy a whole year of membership, including 12 monthly 
issues of National Geographic magazine…


for dues of only $19.95!


We’d like you to know that the modest cost of membership is only the first of many pleasant surprises in store 
for you. By accepting this invitation, you become part of a special group of people all over the globe whose 
enthusiasm and curiosity about their world is enriched by belonging to the Society. Membership is an open 
invitation to investigate the world, to see the infinite variety, color, and richness of the universe.


And equally important, as a member of the National Geographic Society, you provide every member of your 
family with information they can use, learn from, and enjoy. You may already be familiar with the Society’s 
magazine, 


National Geographic is famous for 
•	 objective journalism, 
•	 maps that are unsurpassed for cartographic 
•	 quality, paintings that accurately explain even the most complicated subjects, 
•	 and stunning photography.







Recently National Geographic received the prestigious National Magazine Award for general excellence and for 
photography. A winner many times in the past, the Geographic, according the judges…


“consistently surpasses its own Olympian standards. Nobody does it better.”


This award-winning style is also found in valuable behind-the-headlines reporting, even-handed coverage of 
environmental issues, and journeys to the stars. National Geographic can even help with vacation plans, hobbies, 
and schoolwork!


So join us as we circle the globe for a breathtaking ride. Encounter thrilling adventure. Visit with exotic people 
in distant lands. Take a look at science, the arts, and our national treasures. Enjoy stories that present a balanced 
view of the beauty and fragility of our planet.


Of course, there’s more to membership than the magazine. You’re also invited to share other Society pleasures 
and privileges. Your membership will bring you several handsome wall maps each year in selected issues of 
National Geographic. You’ll enjoy the opportunity to examine—FREE—low-cost Society books, atlases, and 
globes in your own home, before you decide to purchase. Intended as an inexpensive way to build a home library, 
they also make beautiful, easy-to-order gifts. What’s more, you can take pride in knowing that a portion of your 
dues will help the Society’s ongoing worldwide research, exploration, and educational projects. Membership 
fees enable the Society to fund geography education for children…and the ventures of such scientists as Jane 
Goodall, Richard Leakey, Eugenie Clark, Robert Ballard and others. 


When you join, you’ll also receive a personalized Membership Certificate that’s suitable for framing, and a brief 
history of the Society.


Incredibly, only $19.95 brings you membership, magazines, and maps for a year. Plus all the other benefits I’ve 
mentioned. Divide that by the number of people in your home who will benefit from National Geographic, and 
you’ll see how little it costs to gain so much. 


I honestly believe you’ll enjoy being a member of the National Geographic Society and because this may be the 
only invitation you’ll receive this year, I urge you to mail the enclosed acceptance form with your dues today. Or, 
if you prefer, you may use your credit card.


Meanwhile, I look forward to welcoming you into the National Geographic Society and sending you your 
magazines and personalized Membership Certificate.


Sincerely,


Elahe  Alam 
President


P.S. Because our maps are one of the Society’s most important contributions to geography education and world 
understanding, I have arranged to send you a free map of the world as an added member benefit.








NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 


The Officers and Board of Trustees Cordially Invite You  
to Enjoy the Benefits of Membership in the  


National Geographic Society


We recently received a letter from a new member who wrote:  
“I wanted to subscribe long ago but thought it would be too expensive... 


Had I only known...”


Dear Title First Last,


Each year we invite selected candidates to join the largest private nonprofit scientific and educational organization in 
the world. You have been selected as a candidate for membership in the National Geographic Society.


We extend a cordial invitation to you to join the Society and enjoy a whole year of membership, including 12 monthly 
issues of National Geographic magazine…


for dues of only $19.95!


First, we’d like you to know that the modest cost of membership is only the first of many pleasant surprises in 
store for you. By accepting this invitation, you become part of a special group of people all over the globe whose 
enthusiasm and curiosity about their world is enriched by belonging to the Society. Membership is an open 
invitation to investigate the world, to see the infinite variety, color, and richness of the universe.


And equally important, as a member of the National Geographic Society, you provide every member of your 
family with information they can use, learn from, and enjoy. You may already be familiar with the Society’s 
magazine, 


National Geographic is famous for 
•	 objective journalism, 
•	 maps that are unsurpassed for cartographic 
•	 quality, paintings that accurately explain even the most complicated subjects, 
•	 and stunning photography.







Recently National Geographic received the prestigious National Magazine Award for general excellence and for 
photography. A winner many times in the past, the Geographic, according the judges…


“consistently surpasses its own Olympian standards. Nobody does it better.”


This award-winning style is also found in valuable behind-the-headlines reporting, even-handed coverage of 
environmental issues, and journeys to the stars. National Geographic can even help with vacation plans, hobbies, 
and schoolwork!


So First, join us as we circle the globe for a breathtaking ride. Encounter thrilling adventure. Visit with exotic 
people in distant lands. Take a look at science, the arts, and our national treasures. Enjoy stories that present a 
balanced view of the beauty and fragility of our planet.


Of course, there’s more to membership than the magazine. You’re also invited to share other Society pleasures 
and privileges. Your membership will bring you several handsome wall maps each year in selected issues of 
National Geographic. You’ll enjoy the opportunity to examine—FREE—low-cost Society books, atlases, and 
globes in your own home, before you decide to purchase. Intended as an inexpensive way to build a home library, 
they also make beautiful, easy-to-order gifts. What’s more, you can take pride in knowing that a portion of your 
dues will help the Society’s ongoing worldwide research, exploration, and educational projects. Membership 
fees enable the Society to fund geography education for children…and the ventures of such scientists as Jane 
Goodall, Richard Leakey, Eugenie Clark, Robert Ballard and others. 


When you join, you’ll also receive a personalized Membership Certificate that’s suitable for framing, and a brief 
history of the Society.


Incredibly, only $19.95 brings you membership, magazines, and maps for a year. Plus all the other benefits I’ve 
mentioned. Divide that by the number of people in your home who will benefit from National Geographic, and 
you’ll see how little it costs to gain so much. 


I honestly believe you’ll enjoy being a member of the National Geographic Society and because this may be the 
only invitation you’ll receive this year, I urge you to mail the enclosed acceptance form with your dues today. Or, 
if you prefer, you may use your credit card.


Meanwhile, I look forward to welcoming you into the National Geographic Society and sending your magazines 
and personalized Membership Certificate.


 
Sincerely,


Elahe Alam 
President


P.S. Because our maps are one of the Society’s most important contributions  
to geography education and world understanding, I have arranged to send you  
a free map of the world as an added member benefit.


	 Welcome prospective member!
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